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I WAS THERE, OR MAYBE [ DREAMED IT.

SOMETHING ...
WATCHED

SHARD
CALLED
TO ME
or
MAYBE
IT SCREAMED.

THAT
WAS
THE FIRST TIME
| HEARD THE HUM.
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“*AKIO RIDES A SLEEK 3-WHEEL SPORTS CAR,
ITS HEADLIGHTS CUTTING THROLIGH THE EARLY MORNING MIST.”

*E
CAN FEEL
IT.?,

"THE AlR
IT
CARRIES
AN
ANCIENT
ENERSY . "




I SENSE
SOMETHING WE MLIST

STAY CAUTIOUS.
NO RLISHING.”

HINA MANELIVERS A 3-WHEEL ROADSTER,
ITS FRAME DARTING
THROUGH TIGHT , UPREDICT ABLE PATHS.



TENKQO WATCHES FROM THE RO AD.
OUTSIPE, HIS ALL-TERRAIN E-BIKE MIPRORS HIS EAZE.

KEEP CLOSE,
FOLLOW MY LEAD.
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THE FIRST CRY ST AL FRAGMENT ...
ITS ENERGY PLILSING IN THE SILENCE
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HERE
IT
15...
TH
FIRST
FRAGMENT/

"AKIO/
BE READY "




HINA OVER COMMS,

"ENEREBY
READINES
.o FAINT ...,
LT
SOMETHINEG'S
DEFINITELY




A LOW BROWL PLUMBLES IN THE SILENCE. TENKO TENSES,
MUSCLES TWITCHING.




"TENKO'S
ALERT .
TOO ALERT.”

"WHEN
HE GETS
LIKE THIS...
SOMETHING' S
CLOSE."




"GUESS
we
HAVE TO HLIRRY

"BEFORE
DAWN
TURNS DEADLY."K

AKIO’S FINGERS TIGHTEN ON THE CONTROLS.”

THE ANCIENT RLINS ARE NOW WITHIN SIGHT —AN OMINOUS
PRESENCE.




‘NOW...
or
NEVER."




ETHERIAL
ENERGY”...




FINE,

wE DO
THIS
THE

OoLDO way///

HERE
I
COME /
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EXO//
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AC THBY APPROACH THE ANCIBNT FRIRS







A HIDDEN PRESSLIRE PLATE CLICKS BENEATH HINA'S VEHICLE
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HINA //
THE
GROLIND,
WATCH

ours/










HINA SLAMS ON THE BRAKES AND JUMPS CLE AR
JUST AS THE STONE BENEATH HER CRUMBLES.




TENKO SKIDS TO A HALT.
HIS EARS TWITCH.
HE GROWLS—LOW,

LINSETTLED. PACING. AGITATED.







THAT WAS CLOSE/




THEY MOVE IN SLOWLY. JUST AHE AD—

AT THE HEART OF THE RLINS... A PIT YAWNS OPEN BEFORE THEM.

WIDE, DEEP, GLOWING WITH BLLIE RLINES PLILSING FAINT LIGHT.




SOME
KIND OF ETHEREAL

SLUPPPESSION FIELD.
s
DESIGNED
O
WHAT ... SCPAMBLE
s ANYTHING HIGH-TECH..
THIS

PLACE?

~BUT
WE'RPE
STILL
RLINNING
STRONG.




THE
PATHS
TOO
LUNST ABLE.

WE &0
FORWARD
ON
FOOT.

THEY STEP CAUTIOUSLY INTO THE RLIING...
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LET'S SEE
WHAT
SECPETS
YOU'RE
HIDING.







INSIDE: MECHANICAL BEASTS—STONE AND MAGIC, DORMANT—BEGIN TO STIR

RLINES ACROSS THEIR BODIES FLICKER TO LIFE.
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7/ THEY RE DIFFERENT X ‘m‘




"EXACTLY.
THESE
EVS

HAVE

A
POWER
ALL
THEIR OWN."







"TIME
TO
LET THEM
Do
WHAT










DRIFT . DODPGE. WEAVE










"SIZE
ISN'T

THE BEAST'S SAVAGE STRENEGTH..
CRUSHED LINDER THE MERCILESS COLLAPSE!




EVASNVE MANELIVERS..NO ROOM TO BREATHE/










"OFF-ROAD MODE ENGAGED/
ADAPT AND STRIKE!”




£l / Take — 0B
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THE BIKE BLASTS TOWARD THE CREATLIRE,
AND TENKO MENTALLY DIRECTS IT LIP A ROCKY INCLINE .”




TENKO PUSHES FORWARD, GUIDING THE BIKE'S ADAPTIVE TIRES

THE BIKE LLURCHES FORWARD,
SLAMMING INTO A BRITTLE RIDGE ABOVE THE BE AST




AN AVALANCHE OF DEBRIS CRUSHES DOWN, BLIRYING THE CRE ATURE LINDER TONS OF ROCK.*

THAT'S
WHY
I
LIKE
THE
CLASSICS/









A CRYST ALLINE CORE HOVERS TS LIGHT PLLSING LIKE A HEARTBE AT.













"THE SKY RLUMBLES AND DARKENS...”
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THE FIRST WAVE DESCENDS.

“WE'RE
SLIRROLUNDED—"




A MASSIVE DRONE TARGET & AKIO.






















THE SKYRIDER ENTERS THE FRAY.







A BLIRST OF FLAME AND MET AL.




‘i
WwE
HAD COME HERE
AT FULL
POWER...
T
WOLILOVE BEEN
A DEATH TRAP.”
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ONE PIECE DOWN.
COLINTLESS MORE
TO
&0.

BUT THE AETHERION
DOESNT
JUST AWAKEN
POWER...

T
AWAKENS
EVERYTHING.

WwE

WEREN'T

RE ADY.

NOT FOR
WHAT WE FOLIND..
-~ AND DEFINITELY

NOT

FOR WHAT

FOLIND LS.




LET THEM CHASE FRAGMENTS.
EACH ONE ONLY BRINGS THEM CLOSER.. TO ME.
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